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USERS PUSH GRIDS TO NEW FRONTIERS

Next week, 1-3 March 2006, the Enabling Grids for E-SciencE (EGEE) project
will hold the first User Forum event at CERN in Geneva, Switzerland. This will
bring together the established EGEE user community as well as new users
from academia and industry to share their experiences and set new targets for
the future. The event coincides with a significant milestone for the EGEE
project, as the total processing power achieved by this Grid infrastructure now
exceeds 20,000 CPUs on average. Discussions at the Forum will focus on the
evolution of existing scientific applications which have been ‘gridified’ to work
on this infrastructure, as well as development and deployment of new Grid
middleware and new applications, in fields such as Life Sciences, Earth
Observations, Computational Chemistry, Astroparticle and Particle Physics,
Fusion and others.

The EGEE project coordinates the largest multi-science Grid infrastructure in
the world and has attracted a diverse and growing number of user
communities in the first two years of the project. Some of these will
demonstrate their use of the Grid and its benefits on-line during the User
Forum event. The presentation sessions will give an overview of the current
status of applications, infrastructure and Grid software. In parallel working
groups, users will discuss the added value of Grids for scientific and industrial
applications and review key Grid services required for their applications. Other
working groups will bring together experts in Grid technologies with academic
and industrial Grid users developing high-level services on EGEE, to discuss
the future evolution of applications and the Grid infrastructure that they will
require.

The EGEE User Forum, which has attracted over 200 people, kicks off a

series of planned user events to take place during the second two-year phase
of the EGEE project, called EGEE-Il. Negotiations for EGEE-II with the EU are
well advanced, after the project successfully passed its second review by EU-
appointed Grid experts in December 2005. The second phase of EGEE is due
to begin on 1 April 2006, to ensure a seamless service to current EGEE users.

"IBM Grid strategist Jean-Pierre Prost (IBM Products & Solutions Support
Center, Montpellier, France) said, “this event marks the beginning of a new
phase in the evolution of scientific Grids. The underlying infrastructure is now
in place, and increasingly, real users — both academic and industrial — will be
driving the further development of the technology, with their expanding range
of requirements for scientific computing and data processing using Grid
technology.”

To provide a comprehensive Grid infrastructure and service to its growing user
community, EGEE is also supporting several related projects, also funded by
the EU, that have just been launched. These will extend the Grid infrastructure
to new geographic areas, such as the Baltic region, Latin America, China and
North Africa. Several related projects will deal with specific sets of applications
and their requirements, such as Grids for child health applications. Specific
support projects will further contribute to the development of the Grid,
enhancing the effectiveness of the infrastructure, for example in the area of IT
security. EGEE also continues to participate actively in the Global Grid Forum
(GGF), for example through Multi Grid Interoperability (MGI) efforts. The 16th
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GGF meeting was hosted by the lead partner of EGEE’s South-Eastern
federation, GRNET, in Athens last week.

The next major EGEE event will be the EGEE’06 conference, 25-29
September 2006, in Geneva, Switzerland which will highlight the wide range of
related projects that EGEE has helped generate, and the broad spectrum of
user communities involved.

-Ends-

Note to Editors:

1. For further information about the EGEE User Forum event, please visit
http://egee-intranet.web.cern.ch/egee-intranet/User-Forum/index.html or
contact Massimo Lamanna, email Massimo.Lamanna@cern.ch .

2. Registration has now closed, but if you would like to attend please contact
Owen Appleton, email: Owen.Appleton@cern.ch stating which magazine or
paper you are working for.

3. The Enabling Grids for E-sciencE (EGEE) project is funded by the
European Commission. The project aims to provide researchers in both
academia and industry with access to major computing resources,
independent of their geographic location. For more information see
http://www.eu-egee.org/ . For more information about EGEE in general,
contact Joanne Barnett, EGEE External Relations Officer, TERENA
Secretariat, telephone: +31 20 530 4488 or email: barnett@terena.nl .

4. CERN, the European Organization for Nuclear Research, has its
headquarters in Geneva and is lead partner of the EGEE project. At present,
its Member States are Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, the Czech Republic,
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, the Netherlands,
Norway, Poland, Portugal, the Slovak Republic, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland
and the United Kingdom. India, Israel, Japan, the Russian Federation, the
United States of America, Turkey, the European Commission and UNESCO
have Observer status. For more information see http://www.cern.ch/ .

5. Related Projects, co-funded by the European Union and supported by
EGEE, include:

SEE-GRID http://www.see-grid.org/
BalticGrid http://www.balticgrid.org/

EELA http://www.eu-eela.org/
EUMEDGRID http://www.eumedgrid.org/
EUChinaGRID http://www.euchinagrid.org/
DILIGENT http://www.diligentproject.org/
BELIEF http://www.beliefproject.org/
ETICS www.eu-etics.org

BioinfoGrid http://www.itb.cnr.it/bioinfogrid
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